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Table 10.1. Important knowledge and skills for elementary (K– 6) teachers of reading

Area
Disciplinary knowledge and teaching  
competencies for teacher candidates

Knowledge about 
typical reading 
development, 
common reading 
difficulties, and 
disabilities

• Explain phases, abilities, and processes involved in typical reading 
development, including the five components of reading and how the 
importance of different components shifts during development.

• Describe the influence of socioeconomic, cultural, and linguistic fac-
tors on children’s reading development, including for English lan-
guage learners.

• Explain key abilities/knowledge involved in reading comprehension 
such as background knowledge, inferencing, and knowledge of text 
structure.

• Describe common profiles and patterns of reading difficulties as  
well as basic features of common disabilities that affect reading  
(e.g., dyslexia).

• Explain the most important provisions of federal and state laws for 
students with disabilities (e.g., free appropriate public education).

Knowledge about  
the structure of 
language

• Segment phonemes and morphemes in words, identify syllable types, 
and identify phonetically irregular words.

• Identify common roots, prefixes, and suffixes as well as generaliza-
tions for syllabication of long words.

• Explain common spelling generalizations.

• Identify common morphemes, cohesive words, and semantic relation-
ships among words.

• Identify different sentence and paragraph structures.

• Identify different genres and discourse structures.

• Identify specific features of a text that may make comprehension dif-
ficult (e.g., complex syntax, double negatives).

Research  
foundations

• Explain fundamental consensus research findings about reading 
(e.g., skilled reading is associated with highly accurate, automatic 
decoding; language differences and early language delay are risk 
factors for reading difficulties) and their implications for educational 
practice.

• Recognize the importance of ongoing professional development that 
includes reading professional journals and other sources of research.

Assessment • Explain important concepts about the technical adequacy of tests, 
such as reliability and validity; interpret information about specific 
tests to determine if the test is technically adequate for its intended 
purpose.

• Administer and interpret assessments for screening, progress monitor-
ing, and evaluation of outcomes.

• Administer and interpret assessments of the five components of read-
ing, including diagnostic assessments.

• Interpret multiple assessments in conjunction with each other  
to determine a student’s overall profile or pattern of reading dif-
ficulty (e.g., recognize when a child’s poor reading comprehension  
is due solely to decoding difficulties versus core comprehension 
weaknesses).
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Instruction • Provide explicit, systematic teaching of the five components of read-
ing and of specific comprehension abilities/knowledge (e.g., inferenc-
ing, text structure, cohesive words).

• Integrate instruction appropriately across different components, 
including making instructional connections between specific  
components of reading and specific components of writing.

• Choose appropriate instructional examples or questions in all five 
component areas.

• Provide clear, constructive feedback to children’s errors and confusions 
for all five components.

• Differentiate and adapt instruction for students with varied  
needs, including for English language learners, for students with 
common disabilities, and for different profiles and patterns of  
reading difficulties.

• Motivate and engage students of varied achievement levels  
and cultural-linguistic backgrounds as well as manage groups  
of students.

• Describe different text types (e.g., predictable, decodable,  
children’s literature, informational) and how/when each is useful  
in instruction.

• Place children in appropriate texts for instruction and identify when a 
text is too difficult / too easy for a given child.

• Appropriately foster, monitor, and guide children’s independent reading.
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