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My name is John Utaka. 
I am a striker and I play 
for Portsmouth F.C.

I play football in England, but I was not 
born here. I was born in Nigeria, in Africa.

This is Africa ...

... and this is my 
country. Nigeria.

This is the city of Enugu. I was born there.
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When I was a boy in Africa, we did not have much. 
It was hard.

But we were kids 
and we played 
football all the time.

We had no football pitches, or goals, 
or kit. All the kids played in the street. 

Nobody had shoes, or football boots. And 
we had rocks for goalposts. But it didn’t 
matter, we just wanted to play.
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The 
Start

Part one

Dark Star

By Tony Norman

Illustrated by Diego Jourdan 

and Mauro Serafini

Jankai, Art and Scooter wake 

from a very long sleep. They 

are on a rocket ship. But what 

are they doing on this rocket? 

Who is the scary Zardoz? And 

what is the Dark Star?
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By Gary Stevens

Photos by Joe Pepler 

and Daniel Speller

Gary Stevens played for 

England many times.  

He played in the 1986 World 

Cup finals in Mexico, too.  

He is now a great coach.
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Playing football is an odd sort 

of job. But it is a
 great job.  

It’s the best job you can have. 

Who says so? I do!

A Very Odd
    Sort of Job

By David James
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On the 

Dark Star
Part two

Dark Star

By Tony Norman

Illustrated by Diego Jourdan 

and Mauro Serafini

Janaki, Art and Scooter are 

on the Dark Star. But what 

are they doing there? And 

who is the creepy Zardoz?
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Need to talk?  
Call ChildLine free, any time. 

If you’re deaf, or find it hard to hear  
or talk, textphone 0800 400 222. 
Or go to www.ransom.co.uk/forme

ChildLine is a service provided by the 
NSPCC. In Scotland the ChildLine service 
is delivered by CHILDREN 1ST on behalf 
of the NSPCC. NSPCC registered charity 
number 216401 and SCO37717, 
CHILDREN 1ST Scottish registered 
charity number SCO16092.

Have you seen these?My career so far has been great. But I 
had to work hard. Winning the F.A. Cup 
with Portsmouth has been the best thing 
so far. Now I just want to win more cups 
and get better as a player. 

That’s not a lot 

to ask, is it?


	from africa to
	Pages from PH4-37-JohnUtakaReprint2012.pdf

