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Sound Swap explained

Milo's Sound Swap Word Game offers a framework for explicit teaching 1o optimise chidren's literacy
leaming. It ensures that chidron make the connection between two iteracy aceas: speling and reading.

Children can have 5 good grasp of ncindual lettec—saund correspondences without understanding how

the sourxds and letters waork 1ogether to make words. By combining the phonemic awareness =il of sound
manipuiation with latter recognition, Sound Swap provides an nteractie activity that gives children a firm
foundabon for literacy learning. The word chans listed in Sound Swap cover the 44 sounds of the Englsh
alphabel n seven segquential stages.

Sound Swap s multi-sensory and engagng for cheldren as they louch and maniputate letter cards 1o make
words, Make sure that the letter cards children need are in view so they feel confident making chowes.
Sometimes chidren find handwriting difficutt and it can distract from the iteracy oulcomes; Sound Swap
focuses on the skill of manpulating sounds/letters without handwritng.

You can introduce Sound Swap when chiliren have begun to grasp the alphabetic principle that sounds in
speech can be inked 10 Jetters and letter combinations. When chidren understand how the principle warks
with the first eight lefters introduced in the Litle Leamers Love Literacy® Stage t -m, s, fa. p Lt c i~
they can start making their first word chan,

Onca children are confident with Stage 1 letiers and sounds, it s important to introduce the Little Learner
bocks so that they can practise reading these words in a story. This bulds confidence and encourages
chidren to use deccdng as a reliable readng strategy. The Little Leamer bocks are carefuly sequenced fo
the stages of the Little Learners Love Literacy® program.

Sound Swap has the folowing 45 letter cards. Thase letter cards represent the 44 sounds of the

Engish alphabet

il = -1 R SR Bl
~ 1 )] ] 1) 1Y
= e e 2

g TACNCRERL

Stage 5 Consonant blends/clusters: two consonant letters together n a word,
for example, t-r-a-m, s-t-0-p. d-r-i-n-k, s-a-n-d, with each letter sound heard.
Children practise the sounds from siages 1,2, 3 and 4.

Stage 6 Consonant digraphs: two consonant letiers together n a word, which represent
one sound.

(] [sh] [h] [th] |ng
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Stage 7 Vowel digraphs: two or more vowel letters which repcesent a vowel scund,

ai La_yJ oa, ee| |ea |igh

s e —_— o
ar l or l ur ir| |er |air
oi| loy |oul low| law |oo
| S— C— s — = S

Sound Swap also nchudes thvee word cards on which leter cards are placed, Use the appropriade word
card fo match the longest weed in the selecied word Ist,

Terminology explained

It's usedul to ciarify the meanings ¢f some frequently used terms.

Alphabetic principle: the understanding that the scunds in speech can be represented by letters
and letter combinations.

Blending: combining ndividual sounds together to form words.

Consonant blends/clusters: two adacent consonant letters n a word. each consonant refainng its
scund, for example, tram, send, plaii,

Digraphs: two ketters that repeesent one sound, foc example, ck in back, ow in show.
Letter cards: Sound Swap has 49 colowr-coded letier cards in seven stages.

Phoneme: the smallest urit of sound in a werd. It Is ganerally accepted that most
vaneties of spcken Englsh use abeut 44 phonemes. In Sound Swap we
use the term sounds rather than the more formal term phonemes. Changing
the phoneme changes the meaning of the word, for exarrple changing
/o to AV n dog to dig. Nete that in Sound Swap we use letiers in slashes
to represent scunds,

Phonemic awareness: the understanding that spoken words are made up of a senes of dscrete
sounds. It Is aiso the ablity to break down, manpuiate and blend sounds.,
Phonemic awareness is a strong indicater of a child's reading potential and

underpins tha effectiveness of phonics teaching.

Phonics: the relatiorship betwaen sounds and letters, An understanding ol phonics
helps children understand the alphabetic principle.

Schwa: an unstressed vowel sound which Is close 10 A/ as in the sound at the end
of 1he word mothe,
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