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How to use this book

The Little Learners Love Literacy® stories are written for beginner readers. They
enable children to practise their phonic skills through reading. Each stage is
carefully sequenced to give children confidence and success,

Encourage children to "decode’ or ‘sound out' any unfamiliar words. To do this,
children point to each letter saying the sounds; for example, t-0-p or b-e-d,
blending the sounds together to say the word.

Stage Plus 4 Little Learner books use the sounds practised in Stages 1, 2, 3 and 4.
They also focus on:

¢ The letter ‘a’ as a word: introduce children to reading the word ‘a" or "A’
as the letter name. To avoid confusion at this stage of learning, avoid calling it
'u’ as in ‘unde’.

¢ Consonant clusters: two consonant letters/sounds next to each other in a
word, such as, best, wind, jump. Children decode the individual consonants
so that they can hear each sound.

¢ Double consonants - one sound: double consonants can represent one
sound in words such as roll, pill, yell, off, mess,

Heart words: These are words that children need to ‘learn by heart' as they
cannot decode them at this stage. As children develop more knowledge of the
alphabetic code, these words will become decodable. Only the new heart words
are listed.

Speed Sounds: Children point to each sound and read it. Make sure children
use pure sounds, that is without an ‘uh’. Refer to the Little Learners Love
Literacy® Teacher Resource for further guidance, Children need to know these
sounds to read this book.

Questions to talk about: After children have read the book, it is important
to talk about the questions and enjoy the story together, These questions help
with comprehension and vocabulary. If they wish, children can refer to the book
when answering the questions,

Speed words: This word list gives children practice reading decodable words.
Encourage children to use decoding as their strategy until they can read the word
automatically. Repeated reading practice helps fluency and automaticity.

Children take turns, with one child ‘sounding out’ a word from the list, while the
other child finds the word and reads it.

Photocopy the page twice, cut up the words and play a matching game or create
your own.
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Heart words
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Questions to talk about

¢ What is Mum's job?

¢ What does a vet do?

¢ Why does Mum say "Waq Webb'?

¢ How does Pip help Mum?

* What might Pip be when she grows up?
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“Sit still,” she tells Big Ted
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Pip has six little rocrs,

six cups and
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