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Pragmatics for Kids

Beth and Tye are eating lunch. A new girl walks by and sees room
on the bench for her to sit and eat. She doesn’t know anyone. The new
girl asks Beth and Tye if she can sit at their table. Beth says, “Sure, you
can join us.” Tye smiles at her as he takes out his turkey sandwich and

takes a bite.

1. What would be a good thing for Tye to say next?

2. Were Beth's actions appropriate? Why or why not?
3. How do you think the new girl was feeling?

4. \What did Tye do to make the new girl feel welcome?
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Kristen wanted to use the blue paintbrush, but Collin got to the table
faster and chose it first. Now Kristen has to use the white paintbrush. The
teacher tells them that all the paintbrushes are the same, but Kristen likes
the color blue. Kristen starts painting, but she isn’t happy. She wants to take
Collin’s paintbrush as soon as the teacher leaves.

1. How Is Kristen feeling? How can you tell?

2. |Is Kristen planning a good solution to her problem? Why or why not?
3. What would be a good solution?

4. Why is it difficult to share and allow other people to have turns?
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