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Teachers’ Notes

Researchers and teachers know that a student’s fluency in reading increases as
the student reads more often and experiences success and enjoyment as their
skills develop.

It is important to remember that secondary students experiencing difficulty
with reading must be taught basic literacy skills and concepts that they may
have missed out on earlier. When they acquire these skills then they will gain
confidence in putting the skills into practice.

Students at junior secondary level who are not reading at thelr expg
competency are more likely to be interested in a text or
to them. In Read and Succeed, students will read a ran
language activities that focus on the student succeeding
are high interest with short paragraphs that develop key ide

It is important for the teacher to:

« Model effective reading strategies by reading
questions before, during and after reading.

« Discuss the topic of each unit and enc ibute knowledge of

out on acquiring and
« Encourage studen erative groups so that they experience success.

« Develop stud ing so that when they read they will succeed.
ad more and develop their skills and enjoyment of

lian Curriculum Links

ear 5

Language Literacy
ACELA1797 ACELY1701
ACELA1500 ACELY1702
ACELA1502

ACELA1504 Literature
ACELA1505 ACELT 1608
ACELA1506 ACELT1609
ACELA1508

ACELA1512

ACELA1513
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> THE DARE - ® Comprehending Texts

O Before reading The Dare, answer the question below.

Have you ever been dared to do something that could have consequences?

O Read the fiction text The Dare. If you come across an unfamiliar word when you are

reading, try to work out its meaning from the rest of the sentence.

« THE DARC

Keira wished that she’'d walked away when Jarrod had tau
wimp. Why had she taken the silly dare to sneak into this c

She stood at the gate and looked down the path at the shado
by the full moon. She knew that the house had a history

herself. Just go in and then get out as fast as yo

As she opened the rusty gate and walked s

grab her.

was jammed shut. It creaked

wn path she felt her
n the front window

Keira turned the peeling door the door a tentative push, hoping it
mill on a farm and slowly opened.
the smell of dust and mould so thick

that she could taste it, made her think of rats. In the light of her
torch, she was relie y of cockroaches.

Having gained a ira took a few more steps inside the house, and as
she J@F and it slammed shut. She turned in panic, the hair

as she trapped? A shiver of fear ran through her body.

d house. Nothing to fear
.It's only a dare.

silence. Where had it come from? She froze
with fear like a statue in a park. Then her brain
started to work again. She could use her torch
as a weapon ... but against what? Her heart
was beating like a drum, her hands were
sweating and then she heard noises. Giggles,
muffled snorts erupting into full-blown
laughter....

‘Gotcha, Keira!’ It was Jarrod and his sister.

EAIReady-Ed

Publications



> THE DARC ® Language Features

QO The Dare is a narrative. It is an imaginative story. A narrative generally has three
parts: the orientation which introduces the main character and the setting, the
complication which describes a problem or challenge that the main character has
to face and the resolution which shows how the character solves the problem and
sometimes learns something from the experience.

1. Re-read the text on page 6 and then answer the questions below.

i. Who is the main character?

ii. What is the setting of the story?

iii. What time of day is it?

iv. What problems did Keira face?

v. What was the scariest challenge?

vi. What action did Keira take when she he

vii. How do you think she mightr

RN

@ 3. The writer also uses similes to create images. A simile links two subjects
Bl that are not usually connected. Often the writer uses ‘like’ or‘as’ to link the
images, e.g. the ice cream was like a cool breeze. Find two similes in the text.
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° TH€ (TR€M GARRWR R€€F ° ® Comprehending Texts

O Before reading The Great Barrier Reef answer the question below.

Why is the Great Barrier Reef so well-known?

O Read The Great Barrier Reef below. If you come across an unfamilar word,
work out its meaning by reading the rest of the sentence.

« THE GRCAT BARRICR RE

The Great Barrier Reef is the world’s largest coral reef, stretchi
It is located in the Coral Sea off the coast of Queensland. It is als
structure made by living creatures: the coral polyps.

In the clear, warm and salty waters of the
movement; the ideal environment for co
polyps, which are tiny creatures that jai

create underwater forests of vivi
shapes.

crustace ahorses, starfish and sea urchins.

In 1981 this spectacular natural
attraction that can be seen from
outer space, was declared a World
Heritage area. This means that
there is protection now and in the
future for the habitats and species
in this amazing place of natural
beauty and importance.

e is plenty of light and
ts of individual coral

. Each tiny polyp

lives inside the hard shell that we r coralolyps join together to

ction and more than 30 species of marine mammals including the
olphins and whales. Add to that more than 200 species of birds,

12
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¢ TH€ GRU\T %RRKR R(CF © ® Language Features

The Great Barrier Reef is an informative text
that describes the Barrier Reef in Queensland.
A description has an introduction that tells
the reader about the subject, a main part that
describes details and special features, and
includes a final comment about the subject.

1. List three main points about the Barrier Reef which are made in the intkaduction of

the text.

e. Scan the text and add
verbs to the sentences below.

a. The Great Barrier Reef ost coral reef.

b. Coral

¢. The coral polyps ther to create colourful underwater

forests.

d. Coral taken o its colour.

. The Barrier a wide range of different species.

to over 100 years old.

eritage area that there is protection now

e for the Reef.

to find the adjectives that describe the features listed below.

a. structure f. environment
b. islands g. species
C. shell h. turtles
d. colours i clam
e. coral j. area
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