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He gestured ot the ded hgure, slamped

on the floc ke haste before this dork spy

wokes y G e pase, rvever return here,
& the lost time [ will help you, T h
¢ woight of o termble secret for many

turn now to take & on
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With no time for dacussion, they ron from the
shop and roced along the streets. Monk dung

slently to finn's shoulder  Lzzy knew this port of

fown well  She led them down o maze of dork
cleyways.  The other two 3000 hod no ides where

they were heoding The theee of them I

ed
nervously behind them as they ron. They were

terrified of seding the hooded Sgure following them

"He's comi

gasped lzzy suddendy in ponic

“There, beside those crotes. Hes looking for usl

5. They pressed themselves into o dorkened doorwoy

12




The stolue's stoee orm crumbled ond colopse

Kit wes thrown off the stobue in on explosion of
rubble

KA yelled fzzy in ponic. The purple orb

tumbled to the ground. [z2y roced %o grob it

d
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They set off in search of the map, following o
snoking pothwoy down the rocky hilside. "Some
of these rocks look clmost mon-made.” soid Lary
thoughtfully

“You're right, 12 soid Kit. “These orent rocks

ot all ~ they're ruins. [ think we're in the
remains of on oncient townl™ They come ocross
bigger ond bigger ruins, looming out of the mist
from both sides of the peth,




Surely this wos the imoge the orb hod been
showing them!

Tzzy tried to tug the jewel loose. I pulsed
qently oganst her fngers, cimast fike o heortbeot
It would not budge. She needed oir 50 bodly
that she nearly blocked cut.  She swom bock
upwords, quickly gasping huge gquips of air into
hes oching lungs os she surfoced ,._Ai
(21
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As the daxzing kight oround the fountain
cleared. the crecture stepped proudly forward.
s 0 Unkom,” whispered Finn in awe.

“This odverture gets better ond betted

The Unicorn tossed his mone powerfully
He sent splashes of woter over them ol He
ficked the controlling device from the spy's hond
with the tip of his hom. [t fell into the swirling
woters of the fountoin.
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“We stord o Detter

They put the torch ot and begen to run fos

mine.

They feit their woy olong the wolls os they roced

ds the woter ot the bottom of the

towane
The unnerving hissing nolse Incr

ge drogging sound

ased. It

accompanied by o stron
more and more uncomiortoble. Whatm

was goning ground

was chasing therr

was

Finn




In the lost seconds of his conscicusness, he

felt slender arms sfip under his ormpits.  They
held Nm securely ond pulled his heod cbove
woter. [22y hod swum down to him. She wes
steodily puling him up, out of the stognent woler,

They clombered out of the woter onto o sandy
shore. “Never set out on an underwoter odventure
without me, Finn" gosped lzzy Finn hugged her
grofefully. She hod just saved his life

(18



rope furioushy towords it, fiying through the oie

He was trying to cotch the amber jewel os it fell
At thot moment, the serpent’s mighty heod burst
through the crock in the celing. Its huge jows
were wide open. Finn ond lezy could only walch
in horror as the mighty serpert dropped from
the celing Tt coded ke o hideous living scord
eround Kit's honging body. K was being crushed (
=1
(21
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fearfully from

ocemed




“Come on, plant monster?™ he yelled

The monster roared down ot him. It swung
#s huge wooden fat. It wos trying to knock finn
off the ledge 4
(19
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monkeys just Bke him. 1 think perhops Monk
has mode o different decision.” she said gently

Finn's heart fipped in Ns chest. After all they :
hod gone through hod Monk decided to leove them?

Monk probobly comes from o forest ke this
one” explained Refolia gently. “He is welcome to
maoke his home here with us if he chooses to”

Finn wos shoking with sadness ot the thought
of saying goodiwe to his friend.  He knew in his

heart thot he must let Monk go if he chose it
He bent down 1o foce the tle monkey,
25
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them oimed o controlling device of the rocks.

The rochks shuddered ond then begon to
move!  They rose up out of the splitting earth
and joined together: The two sples giggled wildhy

A massive stone monster rose up from the

eorth. His dumsy body of rocks wos cemented

together with mud.  The dircle of stronge stones
had reclly been the Smbs of o gont stone golem! ,1
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Finn knew reading hod olwoys been ¢ bottle
for Kit. "1 think it's o riddle, Xit,” he sod, "1 |
reod i, ! bet you'll be oble to solve it°

The writing had been carved into the ondient
tree trunk. Finn troced it gently with his fingers
05 he reod. “T om toll when I om young ond
short when [ om old” he scid to KR, "Con you
work out whaot & meens? -

Vo
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it felt os if that moment wos frozen in time. She

saw the greedy gint in the eye of the tdler spy
as he recched the top step. Next she saw him .
stumble. As be fell be lost control of the orb heid
tightly in his hond, Tt cirded slowly in the oir
obove his heod. [z2y leapt forword ond grobbed “}
it. She cought it just seconds before it dscppeared
Into the mist forever: She hod soved the orbl J
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it wos o long woy down. Al lost they ‘
arvived ot the beach and stepped onto soft sand. ‘

“Roce you to the woterf™ yelied Kit. He ond
finn were s00n ot the edge of the sea. Kit bent
down ond splashed Finn

TH get you bock for thot” yelled Finn, "Help l
me oul, Tzzy”

Lzzy was stonding siently ot the edge of the
sea. She wos gozing with wide eyes out ot the
woter.



Finn hod o different idea  Throwing Nimse#

off the serpent’s bock, he plunged into the woter:




The serpent wos very close now. It opened
s huge jows ond lunged towards Fina. Tzzy sped
up through the water: She pulfed Finn's body
out of the woy Kit swom directly in front of the
serpents gistening eye. The serpent could not
watch everything ot once. It twisted in the woter,
tryjing 1o keep trock of oll theee of the swimmers,
s powerful tal throshed ogainst the moseic. It :
dislodged the omber jeweldl Finn grobbed the
jewel ond sfommed it into the orb. ,.l

(28
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made her feor of heights woese thon usuol
“Where ore we?” she yeled after the Seo

Drogon. "Are you just going to obondon us on ;
this mountain?™ ‘

The Sea Drogon did not Jook back. She flew
awoy from them, her mognificert wings spreod
wide, Socn she wos just o microscopic dot on
the horizon. They were on their own.

S, R —



Fien turned to lzzy  “Stoy close to Kit ond me”

he toid bar gently. "1 promise we wonlt let you Kl”
The three friends chung to the rope. They '
began to damber ocross the wecther-beaten
surfoce of the stotues foce. Monk hod recovered
ofter o good night's sleep. Ne scrombled oround
them, choltecing excitedy »
o —— P — - ﬁlni



begon to attack!
Above them, a fresh horde of snariing

crectures lounched themselves ot Xit. Me ducked

his heod to ovold them os he tried desperately to

reach out 1o Finn ,‘
(17
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Shumi led them quickly throagh the forest,
She wos excited 80 heor obout theie guest

Tm sure the rext jewel will be hidden
somewhere insde the Merman,” she told them,
“He has olwaoys stood quord over our village” She
rubbed her foce. with o puzzed expression. “The
keaken hos lived in on old sunken ship foe yeors.”
she explcined. "but it has never been to the ,
villoge before, 1 don understond why & would
have suddenly decided to toke the stotue” ,j

Vo
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"You stoy on dec K with Moak” she told him
“It's safest if we have two of us cbove ond two
of us below woter”™ She and Kit exchanged grins

ond leapt irko the lo

(15



His huge grn wos it up by the omber jewed,
now qﬁ;l',\td in hs hond Tlvx‘ bo:,:r\ 10 swim
towords eoch other

The kraken's sippery tentocles snoked ocross
the waoter towards Finn ond KR, They were
closing in ofl oround them. Eoger terdocles
begon 1o curd around both boys. It wes oo
lcte! They were going to be coptured! A foint
blue Bt wos shining now from an opening in
the orb, Finn ond KRt locked eyes. They thrust
their outstretched orms towards eoch other Kit

jomened the amber jewel into the ort)
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Fian followed 122y ond Kit up some
Into o shodowy courtyord.  He gos wd In
d were theee encemous

women. They hod huge feathery wings sprouting

from their backs, Their huge wings begon to

beat with exclement as they spott ond lzzy




You con
on help us &

he

jewel




For's rext words browght them quichly back ‘
to reality,

“There is o greot conflict aheod,” she told
them. “We must of prepare for 2, The Guardions
are o mighty force. but you three are olso going ‘
to hove o huge port to ploy. The sorcerer hos
stolen three things from the Guordions, We wil
need 1o retrieve them Their powers will be the
vial key in the final battle”
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The three exhousted friends stopped to rest,

slumped ogoinst each other on the sond

finn wos orodous 1o keep moving. “We
need 10 reach that cluster of rocks before
nightdcll” he urged the others. “We have no

27\ peotection out here. We ore o silling targel”

4



They were aimost through the deorwoy
when o massive winged creoture londed behind

s knoc

d finn to the

e sentries hos come to Mel finn

gasped. “We need to get inside N
The senlry w o

yware of o sudden flash of white, {4

onother seniry come to ife?
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A door ot the back of the holl suddenly burst
open ond three massive dork spies crashed into
the room, “The sorcerers bodyguards.” whispered

finn. “Toke core, KA. These three ore likely to
have been chosen for their phasicol strength”

The spy necrest them leered maliciously
“Good bye, small children.” he mocked, as he held
up o stronge metal object. A terrifigng red kght
shot from it, hot s fre ond hissing ke molten lova
Finn thrust the silver shield up into the olr
creating o borrier ogoinst the red Sght !

(19
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